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The agquecu
x precipitated with ammicnia in the presence of ice. The major
alkaicio was scparaied from the mixed bases by chromatogranny on aluming
ne (or chloroform), nurified by preparing the iarirate sait wihich was
recryet from methanc! mp. 220°. The free base was isolated and re-
crystaliised from methanol m.p, 144-145°.  Analysis gave an empirical formuia
CopHoyN, 0y Ultra-violet spectrum in absoiute ethanol gave Amax 223 mp
(e = 15.800 and Agpax 302 mp (¢ = 6,550). The spectrum was unchanged in
acidic and strongly basic conditions.  The major infra-red bands were at 1723
cm. ! and {(ester carbonyl) and at 3,350 cm. -t (N-H-stretching) in Nujo! mull.
A mass spectrometric sxamination of the alkaloid was carried out and gave
the data consistent with that reported by Biemann {1962) on a series of ibogz
aikaloids and was suggestive of the iboga alkaloid conopharyngine {1} which
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nas been isclated by Renner, Prins and Stoll (1959} rom Conopharyngia dirissima
(Stapf.). The m.p. ultra-violet and infra-red spectra are in good agreement
with those of Renner, Prins and Stoll (1959). A mixed m.p. with an authentic
sample of conopharyngine showed no depression.  Smaller quantities of minor
alkaloids have been obtained by chromatography on alumina and these will
be reported on in due course.
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